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A group of dedicated producers braved the wintery, 6oC and rainy conditions (in late
October!) to learn about pasture monitoring using the MLA Pasture Ruler and the
new Pasture Paramedic Tool. 
 
The Pasture Ruler measures the total quantity of pasture in Kg/ Dry Matter per
Hectare, by relating the height of the pasture to the quantities listed on the ruler tool.
The pasture was measured at Vic Patrick's in Eden Valley at 2,200 kg of Dry Matter
per Hectare.  
 
The Pasture Paramedic Program uses a tool to facilitate management decisions in
perennial pastures. This involved determining the percentage of clovers, grasses
and weeds and comes with a handy booklet to help with identification of the plants. 
 
Vic's pasture was determined to have a high percentage of perennial grasses, and
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lower clover levels, which could be manipulated to improve the productive capacity.
(However, the pasture was only measured in one place given the rainfall at the time!) 
 
The tool is used in spring and late summer to provide an overall view of the pasture's
productive capacity. The group will come back together in late summer to find more
information. 
 
For further information, or to learn about the tool please contact Georgie Keynes.  
 
This project is supported by the Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board
through the AgKnowledge Grant Scheme. 

 Feed Budgeting and Containment Ewe
Workshop

A successful feed budgeting workshop was held as part of our technology group on

Thursday 11th November. 14 participants attended where Deb Scammell ran through
animal requirements, nutritional values of feed types and how to match them up to
create your own feed budget for the following summer / autumn period. 
 
We also looked at some tools available which could assist with doing an annual feed
budget or create a short-term feed budget. Some useful online feed budgeting tools
are available here from WA and NSW DPI: 
  
Annual feed budget for sheep enterprises | Agriculture and Food 
 
Develop Ration: Drought and Supplementary Feed Calculator (nsw.gov.au) 
 
Feed Budgeting- a Closer Look: Webinar Sheep Connect SA 
  
Following this session Deb presented the results from the 10 containment sites that
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contained ewes, in 2021, for the MLA PDS containment feeding of ewes. 
 
The results will be presented at a field day early in 2022. We discussed feeding
methods and the issues and benefits the sites have seen this year as a result of
containing ewes. 
 
Across some sites we have seen an incidence of metabolic related deaths due to
grain feeding (and the deficiency of particularly Calcium and Magnesium) over the
run of dry years. Deb advises to look at having calcium available in a lick form over
summer and leading into pregnancy next year to try and avoid some of these
metabolic issues.

Grazier and Rural Producers 
Water Security Forum

On Tuesday 9th November 2021, the Angaston Ag Bureau and Barossa Improved
Grazing Group held the Grazier and Rural Producers Water Security forum at the
Zion Church Hall in Angaston. There were approximately 70 attendees, being
graziers, and rural producers from the Barossa and Eden Valley regions. 
 
The purpose of this forum was to assist graziers, rural producers, and industry
leaders to have the opportunity to discuss regional needs for water infrastructure and
water security looking towards 2030 and beyond. Guest presenters were Angus
MacDonald and Luke Curtain, Principal commercial and economic advisors from
Kellogg Brown Root Pty Ltd (KBR), Bengy Paolo, Director Major Programs, PIRSA,
and Linda Bowes, BGWA BNW Liaison & Support, Barossa Grape Wine
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Association.  
   
The Department of Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA) is leading an initiative
called the Barossa New Water Project, in conjunction with undertaking a Detailed
Business Case for the Barossa Region. Barossa Grape Wine Association has also
been engaged to facilitate this project through community consultation. KBR have
been engaged as the business case advisor to develop this detailed business case
for the region. Angus MacDonald and Luke Curtain presented material that outlined
the proposed Barossa New Water Project and the process for assessing water
demand for the project. This demand will form the scope for the distribution of high-
quality, fit for purpose recycled water from the Bolivar Wastewater Treatment Plant,
to the Barossa Valley and Eden Valley regions via existing and new infrastructure. 
 
Angus, Luke and Bengy, discussed how the project will also consider infrastructure
investigations undertaken for both recycled and raw water supplies for the Eden
Valley region, which currently has no access to water security. The key message was
that demand is king and the more demand would lead to a more viable and
economic project.  
  
The discussions were comprehensive and detailed, being relevant to water
infrastructure planning and delivery for regional needs. Key considerations and
audience feedback addressed the demand for water, economic and commercial
viability with supply and delivery options for new water infrastructure for the region.
Potential costs of access to water supply, volume, governance, infrastructure
distribution, storage facilities and possible clustering of storage distribution, were all
discussed as relevant considerations. Federal, State and local government support
for the infrastructure proposal were considered. 
 
The audience shared views about how, as landholders, they would ideally strive to
contribute towards a healthy surface water flow, healthy aquifers, and canvassed in
general, the impacts of water licensing and allocation which is intrinsically linked to
regional water distribution and access. Discussions led to the question of ‘cluster
water storages’ as being a possible solution for smaller water users in our region. In
summary, it was the question of how, and when the Barossa New Water Project will
be delivered to the Barossa and Eden Valley regions, and acknowledgment of the
positive ‘flow-on’ effects for agribusiness, that will be welcomed by all. 
  
The KBR Expression of Interest forms are currently being circulated amongst our
rural producer community. At this stage expression of interest is non-binding. If you
require a KBR EOI form for registration form, or if you would like more information,
please contact the below people for assistance. 
  
Angus MacDonald       KBR Commercial Advisor - 0488 444973 
Luke Curtain   KBR Commercial Advisor - 0499 317841  
Jane Evans   BIGG Water Co-ordinator - 0412 500752  
 

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

mailto:angus.macdonald@kbr.com
mailto:luke.curtain@kbr.com
mailto:jane.evans@biggroup.org.au
http://eepurl.com/1Xi2b
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=540e5cbf3a06ba12011d66553&id=c0407b0a75
javascript:;


12/7/21, 6:41 AM BIGG Bulletin: November 2021

https://us9.campaign-archive.com/?u=540e5cbf3a06ba12011d66553&id=f67f8eb144 6/10

This forum was made possible by the generous support of the Northern and Yorke
Landscape Board, through funding from the Australian Government’s Future Drought
Fund.

BIGG Wellbeing Session

 On October 21st 2021, BIGG held a Wellbeing presentation facilitated by Jane
Evans, followed by their AGM, at Wanera Wine Bar, Angaston.  
 
The aim of this presentation was to assist rural service providers, farmers, those who
work within our rural producer communities, to ‘recognise, respond and refer,’
when in the position of an ‘accidental carer, or a first responder.’ This
presentation delivered information about how to engage in conversation if someone
is struggling with their mental health. This was followed with an outline of how to
collaborate with our multiple regional support networks for that person in need and
connect them, as well as where to seek assistance for the ‘accidental carer or first
responder.’  
  
Guest presenters were Dr Bill Gransbury, with his special interest in mental health,
James Wagner, our Barossa Council Community Connector, and Jan Hoffmann and
Rory Ellendon from Seeds of Hope: Suicide Prevention Network. Discussion was
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then opened to the floor with a Q & A session which was well received. 
  
The topic of mental health is prevalent in our community. Most of us, will have known
or presently may know one or more people who have faced challenges with their
mental health. Wellness plays an enormous role in our lives. Many people are feeling
a great deal more passionate about and connecting to issues such as mental health
and wellbeing on a larger regional scale.
  
Contacts: 
  
Rural and Remote Mental Health Triage ph: 131465 
Men’s line ph: 1800 789 978 
Lifeline ph: 131114 
Seeds of Hope Suicide Prevention Network Ph: 7531 2973 
James Wagner, Barossa Community Connector Ph: 85638415

Save the Dates for 2022!!

We are starting to plan for the 2022 year! 
 
Please note the following dates in your diary:

BIGG Annual Conference and Focus Farm Field Day- Thursday 17th
February- Angaston

 

Bus trip to the Mid North- Friday 4th March- Smarts Farms Water Security and
Mixed Pasture Species 

 

Livestock Tech Field Day- Thursday 10th March- Kapunda
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Better Farm By Your Design- Farm Business Course- Tuesday 15/ Wednesday
16/ Friday 25th March Nuriootpa (places are limited and rsvp's are filling
quickly) View FLYER

A Note from our Sponsors
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From the Inbox

Barossa Ag Tech Field Day- Tuesday 7th December- PIRSA Nuri- More
Information 
Barossa Pest Control Masterclass- 10th December- Barossa Bush
Gardens: More Information
MeatUp Forum- Naracoorte- 3rd February- Full Details
Thriving Women's Conference- 21 & 22 February- Visit Website
Livestock Tech Talks- 8 producer podcasts on Livestock Tech- Click Here
On-farm Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme - Round 3 (2021-22)

Your BIGG Contacts

Executive Officer: 
 
Georgie Keynes: 0409 287 261 
 
Technical Facilitators: 
 
Brett Nietschke: 0432 804 389 
 
Deb Scammell: 0407 790 622 
 
Janie Evans:  0412 500 752 
 

Thanks to our BIGG Sponsors!
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