
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

The	  Barossa	  Improved	  
Grazing	  Group	  (BIGG)   Angaston 

Winter	  Pasture	  NRM	  Update	   September	  2013	  

When	  to	  Sow	  Lucerne	  in	  the	  Barossa? Upcoming Events 

Pasture	  Walk	  
Moculta:	  Friday	  4	  October	  (1-‐5pm)	  
Visiting	  local	  properties	  to	  observe	  
and	  learn	  about	  grazing	  
management,	  fescue	  pasture,	  creek	  
erosion	  management	  and	  
monitoring	  soil	  moisture.	  
	  
Further	  info	  on	  the	  BIGG	  website 

By	  Alan	  Humphries,	  SARDI	  Lucerne	  
Breeder.	  
	  
Autumn	  sowing	  
For	  autumn	  sowing	  it	  is	  an	  essential	  
requirement	  that	  broadleaf	  weeds	  
are	  controlled	  in	  the	  years	  prior	  to	  
sowing.	  Many	  paddocks	  that	  come	  
out	  of	  a	  cropping	  rotation	  meet	  this	  
requirement.	  The	  next	  criteria	  is	  that	  
autumn	  sown	  lucerne	  stands	  need	  
to	  be	  in	  the	  ground	  early	  –	  if	  the	  
stand	  is	  not	  sown	  before	  early	  May	  
than	  I	  would	  no	  longer	  consider	  it	  
autumn	  sowing!	  It	  is	  important	  to	  
get	  the	  lucerne	  up	  and	  out	  of	  the	  
ground	  to	  the	  point	  where	  it	  has	  
some	  trifoliate	  leaves	  by	  the	  first	  
few	  weeks	  in	  June	  to	  ensure	  success	  
–	  or	  the	  plants	  will	  sit	  through	  the	  
colder	  months	  in	  July	  and	  August	  
without	  growing	  and	  be	  highly	  
susceptible	  to	  insects	  and	  weed	  
competition.	  Lucerne	  will	  establish	  
under	  fairly	  dry	  conditions,	  so	  if	  and	  

there	  is	  a	  good	  break	  to	  the	  season	  and	  
you	  are	  prepared	  with	  weed	  control	  this	  
may	  be	  the	  best	  time	  to	  sow	  lucerne.	  
Autumn	  sowing	  allows	  you	  to	  inter-‐row	  
sow	  a	  cereal	  to	  harvest	  as	  grain	  to	  
recoup	  the	  costs	  of	  establishment	  and	  
financial	  burden	  of	  establishment	  failure.	  
Providing	  the	  cereal	  is	  grown	  in	  separate	  
rows	  (or	  cross	  sown)	  at	  a	  low	  sowing	  rate	  
(~30%	  of	  standard)	  I	  recommend	  farmers	  
don’t	  spray	  the	  cover	  crop	  out	  and	  
harvest	  the	  grain.	  In	  average	  and	  good	  
years	  the	  lucerne	  will	  establish,	  and	  in	  
drought	  years	  this	  may	  result	  in	  the	  best	  
cereal	  yield	  on	  the	  farm.	  Lastly,	  in	  our	  
autumn	  and	  winter	  (low	  rainfall)	  trials	  
we	  don’t	  see	  any	  differences	  between	  
the	  establishment	  of	  lucerne’s	  with	  
different	  winter	  activity	  classes	  (from	  2	  
to	  10).	  Most	  farmers	  in	  the	  Barossa	  
should	  be	  sowing	  a	  lucerne	  variety	  with	  a	  
winter	  activity	  rating	  6-‐8	  for	  stands	  6-‐10+	  
years	  or	  rating	  9-‐10	  for	  shorter	  rotations	  
where	  stricter	  rotational	  grazing	  can	  be	  
applied.	  
	  
Winter	  sowing	  
Winter	  sowing	  (late	  May	  through	  to	  end	  
July)	  should	  be	  avoided	  except	  in	  low	  
rainfall	  environments	  where	  rainfall	  
dictates	  that	  this	  is	  the	  only	  time	  of	  year	  
that	  it	  is	  possible	  to	  sow,	  and	  generally	  in	  
these	  environments	  maximum	  winter	  
temperatures	  are	  a	  few	  degrees	  higher	  
than	  in	  the	  Barossa,	  making	  all	  the	  
difference.	  

	  

	  

Spring	  sowing	  
Over	  the	  last	  15	  years	  almost	  all	  of	  
my	  dryland	  lucerne	  trials	  in	  medium	  
to	  high	  rainfall	  environments	  have	  
been	  spring	  sown.	  The	  main	  
advantage	  is	  that	  temperature	  and	  
day	  length	  are	  increasing	  so	  that	  the	  
lucerne	  plant	  is	  more	  competitive	  
with	  weeds	  and	  the	  plants	  establish	  
quicker.	  For	  higher	  rainfall	  
environments	  (above	  750	  mm	  AAR),	  
sowing	  after	  mid	  September	  can	  
also	  place	  you	  past	  the	  window	  of	  
damage	  from	  red	  legged	  earth	  mite	  
and	  lucerne	  flea,	  such	  that	  a	  seed	  
coating	  may	  be	  all	  the	  protection	  
you	  require	  for	  insects	  (damage	  
from	  insects	  of	  course	  should	  still	  be	  
monitored).	  	  
	  

http://www.biggroup.org.au/upcoming-events.html


	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   Further Information	  From	  the	  INBOX	  

Spring	  sowing,	  together	  with	  a	  pre-‐
emergent	  such	  as	  trifluralin,	  allows	  you	  
to	  go	  into	  a	  paddock	  previously	  sown	  
to	  permanent	  pasture	  providing	  you	  
are	  confident	  in	  using	  a	  timely	  
broadleaf	  herbicide	  to	  control	  weeds	  
(some	  agronomists	  demand	  two	  years	  
of	  oats//ryegrass	  to	  clean	  up	  paddocks	  
first).	  The	  downfall	  of	  spring	  sowing	  is	  
that	  spring	  rainfall	  seems	  to	  be	  
becoming	  less	  reliable.	  Four	  out	  of	  the	  
last	  eight	  years	  have	  had	  decile	  1-‐2	  
spring	  rainfall,	  making	  this	  a	  riskier	  
exercise.	  Suggestions	  for	  successful	  
establishment	  include	  grazing	  the	  
paddock	  hard	  and	  spraying	  it	  out	  six	  
weeks	  prior	  to	  sowing,	  and	  sowing	  into	  
moist	  soil	  on	  the	  forecast	  of	  a	  few	  days	  
of	  predicted	  showers.	  	  

Direct	  drilling	  should	  help	  conserve	  
moisture.	  You	  don’t	  need	  much	  rainfall,	  
but	  patchy	  results	  are	  likely	  if	  less	  than	  
5-‐10mm	  falls	  in	  the	  following	  month.	  A	  
poor	  spring	  will	  also	  result	  in	  no	  
production	  from	  that	  land	  until	  the	  
following	  year.	  	  
For	  spring	  sowing	  around	  the	  Kapunda-‐
Nuriootpa	  area,	  ideally	  from	  the	  	  

10th	  –	  31st	  August,	  as	  soon	  as	  
conditions	  aren’t	  too	  wet	  to	  sow.	  For	  
the	  higher	  rainfall	  environments	  
(above	  750	  mm),	  this	  will	  be	  pushed	  
out	  a	  month,	  so	  that	  sowing	  takes	  
place	  in	  September	  and	  early	  
October	  (the	  delay	  is	  due	  to	  the	  soil	  
being	  too	  wet	  to	  sow	  earlier).	  Also	  
remember:	  
• Sow	  shallow	  –	  excellent	  if	  you	  can	  

still	  see	  the	  odd	  seed	  on	  top	  
• Watch	  for	  insect	  damage	  
• Start	  with	  small	  areas	  the	  first	  

time	  or	  if	  trying	  something	  new!	  
Enjoy!	  Lucerne	  is	  an	  amazing	  forage	  
that	  can	  give	  production	  for	  9	  
months,	  and	  sometimes	  12	  months	  
of	  the	  year	  in	  the	  Barossa!	  

Flaxman	  Valley	  Feed	  Budgeting	  Workshop	  

In	  early	  August	  a	  group	  of	  producers	  
and	  AMLR	  NRM	  Board	  staff	  braved	  the	  
elements	  to	  attend	  a	  BIGG	  Workshop	  
about	  feed	  budgeting.	  The	  Workshop	  
was	  run	  by	  Daniel	  Schuppan,	  
Landmark’s	  Animal	  Production	  
Specialist	  who	  has	  extensive	  experience	  
in	  grazing	  management.	  The	  day	  
consisted	  of	  visiting	  four	  properties	  in	  
the	  Flaxman	  Valley	  area,	  with	  a	  paddock	  
on	  each	  property	  being	  assessed	  for	  
Feed	  on	  Offer	  (FOO)	  after	  which	  a	  feed	  
budget	  was	  conducted	  to	  determine	  
how	  many	  days	  (or	  how	  many	  stock)	  
could	  graze	  the	  paddock.	  When	  
determining	  FOO,	  participants	  learnt	  
about	  the	  different	  techniques	  used	  for	  
assessment	  including	  visually	  using	  
photo	  standards,	  the	  MLA	  pasture	  ruler	  
and	  the	  tried	  and	  true	  method	  of	  
conducting	  pasture	  cuts.	  	  

	  

Pasture	  samples	  were	  also	  dried	  in	  a	  
microwave	  to	  determine	  its	  dry	  matter	  
(DM)	  content.	  It	  was	  calculated	  that	  
the	  DM	  of	  the	  pasture	  was	  15%,	  and	  
based	  on	  this,	  the	  paddocks	  assessed	  
on	  the	  day	  ranged	  from	  a	  FOO	  of	  500	  
kg	  DM/ha	  (a	  recently	  grazed	  vineyard	  
at	  Avon	  Brae)	  to	  3500	  kg	  DM/ha	  (a	  
soon	  to	  be	  grazed	  pasture	  at	  Van	  der	  
Moers).	  
An	  example	  of	  a	  feed	  budget	  was	  on	  
Vic	  Patrick’s	  phalaris/annual	  ryegrass	  
pasture	  which	  was	  about	  to	  be	  grazed	  
by	  his	  steers.	  	  On	  the	  day	  the	  FOO	  was	  
2100	  kg	  DM/ha	  which	  Vic	  wanted	  
grazed	  to	  1000	  kg	  DM/ha.	  This	  meant	  
the	  total	  feed	  available	  for	  the	  steers	  
was	  1100	  kg	  DM/ha.	  By	  considering	  
the	  dry	  sheep	  equivalent	  rating	  of	  the	  
steers	  (17	  DSE’s),	  the	  stocking	  density	  
(7.3	  head/ha)	  and	  pasture	  growth	  rate	  

	  

	  

	  (30kg/DM/ha/day)	  it	  was	  
determined	  that	  the	  15	  ha	  paddock	  
could	  be	  grazed	  for	  12	  days	  before	  
the	  FOO	  would	  be	  reduced	  to	  1000	  
kg	  DM/ha.	  Feed	  budgeting	  
worksheets	  used	  by	  participants	  are	  
on	  the	  BIGG	  website.	  

	  

	  

	  

Vic	  Patrick	  &	  Chris	  Steinert	  at	  the	  
Feed	  Budgeting	  Workshop	  

Technical	  Facilitator/	  Coordinators	  
Brett	  Nietschke	  
0432	  804	  389	  
brett.nietschke@biggroup.org.au	  
Sarah	  Weaver	  
sarah.weaver@biggroup.org.au	  
0430	  713	  639	  

Barossa	  Sustainable	  Soils	  Forum	  
The	  Forum,	  hosted	  by	  BIGG	  on	  
21	  August,	  was	  well	  attended	  by	  
local	  producers	  who	  learnt	  about	  
diverse	  topics	  ranging	  from	  soil	  
management,	  soil	  nutrients,	  
moisture	  monitoring	  and	  the	  use	  
of	  alternative	  fertilisers.	  Key	  
speakers	  were	  soils	  expert	  Dr	  
Doug	  Edmeades	  from	  NZ	  and	  
local	  consultants	  Simon	  Ellis	  and	  
Tony	  Craddock.	  All	  presentations	  
are	  on	  the	  BIGG	  website.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

The	  RAPPA	  
The	  RAPPA	  Temporary	  Electric	  Fence	  
Project	  (funded	  by	  Caring	  for	  Our	  
Country)	  has	  now	  come	  to	  an	  end.	  
However,	  should	  anyone	  be	  interested	  
in	  using	  the	  RAPPA	  equipment	  please	  
contact	  Brett	  Nietschke.	  	  
 
A	  BIGG	  Congratulations!	  
Last	  but	  not	  least,	  congratulations	  to	  
former	  BIGG	  Facilitator,	  Georgie	  Keynes	  
(and	  Toby),	  on	  the	  safe	  arrival	  of	  baby	  
Banjo	  on	  16	  August.	  

http://www.mla.com.au/mbfp/Pasture-growth/Tool-27-Field-based-pasture-measurements
http://www.biggroup.org.au/resources.html
http://www.biggroup.org.au/resources.html

