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What destroyed the sand castle ? The wave or tide ?
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Monthly rainfall averages for Nuriootpa

All years
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Map made up of 10 individual years







7 of the 10 IOD positive years were El 
Nino, 3 were neutral ENSO years –
Look how SA compares with NSW & 
Qld









1964, 1971, 1974 and 1975















Prepare AND Predict 

The future is uncertain 

Risk is putting numbers on uncertainty

Risk assessment and risk management 



The bookie and the punter

• As humans we are poor intuitive statisticians

• Natural lawyers rather than scientists

• Robust vs twitchy farming systems 


