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Containment Feeding of Ewes

What can go wrong? 
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Why Contain? Why Contain? 

Condition ScoringCondition Scoring

Ewe MortalityEwe Mortality

Lamb SurvivalLamb Survival Lamb Survival vs BirthweightLamb Survival vs Birthweight
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Condition Score SpreadCondition Score Spread

Large mob 
sizes

Inadequate 
trough space

Feeding Systems
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Fat EwesFat Ewes

Prone to 
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Inadequate nutritionInadequate nutrition

NDF Protein Energy Mineral 
balance

How much will they eat (fibrous feeds)? How much will they eat (fibrous feeds)? 

65 kg Merino ewe

Intake = 120/NDF = % of BW they can consume

= 120/67.4 = 1.78% of BW = 1.15kg of DM

Hay @ 8.4MJ/Kg DM = 9.7MJ / day of energy from this hay
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Mineral Requirements

Hypocalcaemia

Hypomagnesemia
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Health problemsHealth problems

Campylobacter

Pulpy Kidney

Acidosis

Prolapse

CampylobacterCampylobacter

Containment at Keyneton 
Station
Containment at Keyneton 
Station

Letting Stock out 
of containment
Letting Stock out 
of containment
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Thankyou
Questions?

Deb Scammell
0407790622

deb@talkinglivestock.com.au
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